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The Ridgeline Trail System

'The 12-mile Ridgeline Trail
provides community access
to one of Eugene’s natural
treasures. Designated as a
National Recreation Trail by
the National Park Service in
2006, the trail winds through
many of the major parks in
the 1,400-acre Ridgeline
Park system. Just minutes
from downtown, visitors can
enjoy magnificent vistas of
Eugene, the Coburg Hills, the Coast Range, and even a few
peaks in the Cascade Mountains. The jewel in Eugene’s
“emerald necklace” is the 2062” high Spencer Butte, which
stands behind Eugene and offers a panoramic view of the
southern edge of the Willamette Valley from the summit.
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A Little History

Eugene owes its forebears a debt of gratitude for their foresight
in preserving Spencer Butte. At the time of its purchase, it was
almost three miles south of the city limits. In 1937 former
mayor and chairman of the Eugene Park Commission,

F. M. Wilkins, said: "And remember, Eugene boys and girls
will be climbing Spencer Butte 50 and 100 hundred years from
today, to be inspired by looking over a city built out to the very
foot of the Butte." In true Eugene style, a major portion of
Spencer Butte was purchased in 1940 through a grassroots
campaign that collected contributions no larger than $5,in
order to let everyone “buy a piece” of the Butte.

With the anchor secured at Spencer Butte, additional major
acquisitions to the Ridgeline Park system were made between
1970 and 1995.In 1998, and again in 2006, Eugene citizens
passed parks bond measures directing the City to acquire more
acres of parkland in the ridgeline. Since the 1970s, the
Ridgeline Park system has m3§.5 to over 1,400 acres with the
-~ help of the community, favorable transactions,
»\\\ J generous donations, and the first Forest
- - - Legacy Program grant awarded in Oregon.

~a

niversity of Ore; §aﬂ
e LAY

s103ud uay) pue orrrerd YSNoIY) SIOPULIUI [TeI) IST-PITEYS
ST, "9eMG SEWE ) O} YINOS PUL JUIFNF 03 YIIOU SMITA
901U M Apeg IA] JO wrwns 9y 03 Apyomb squurpd [ren
uernsopad e ‘uonead]e ur ayng 10uadg 03 AJUo puodag

pavaanog Surids oz 1sv5f vl

“Treay, Sutuunyy

STIX2Y 9 YIIM 109UU0D 0 ABM-JO-)YSII PUL JOPLIIOD

our] 1amod a1 Surmo[oy 91nox areuIde ue sapraoid

[ren mds & peay[rexn) 19911G ULIE[A] 9U) PIEMOT, "UMO)
YSNOIY) PIZI[OUULYD S0 1T 91059 “FurIIas [eInieu

SIT UT 3[9910) UOZEUIY JO 9UILIadX0 9} SIONO [rex) STY[, mak
SYDEJ UaAd pue aiy-se[dno(J ‘ojdewr Jea[-31q £q papunoxms
9T NOA 2I9YM N[99I)) UOZEUIY/ JO SIONEMPEIY PIISIIOf

oty Suofe opead Surquup
AJ1peals € SMO[[of [Tex Ay,

mofjofy
X0 07 722415 ULJLDJAT

'sTo¥Iq

UTRIUNOW I0] 2JNOI JoUUI3aq
poo3 & 31 Sunyeur ‘Opuog
K19 osye st yred asn-poareys
oYy, “yred osn-pareys oy

uo urunyar £q dooy & axyewr
ued suensopad ‘S10jeMpesf]
uoZewy Ay} JO [MOq

o) ydnoxyy Jurssor)) “opeid
[oA9] Asea ue 18 uTRSpTY A3
SMOT[0J [ren) uernsapad ayT,

PAD[[A( 0F 0O[JOF] X0
“[Fex) TEDDLJO oY) UO Ar3S 03 A1)
aseard ruuwuns o) mofaq asnf

yozams doass oty 193ud nok

sy ‘1oyream 3om ur £1oddiys

i
-

Trail Safety and Courtesy

* Know your hiking limit. Some trail segments are long.

* Stay on official, signed, graveled trails.

* Pack it in. Pack it out.

* Wear appropriate shoes and clothing for the conditions:
mud, uneven terrain, and slippery footing exist throughout
this trail system.

* Use the right side of the trail except when otherwise
designated.

* Always pass on the left.

* Mountain bikers should manage their speed based on sight
lines and trail conditions and yield to pedestrians.

* Mountain bikers should give audible warning when passing
pedestrians or other bicyclists.

* Clean your shoes thoroughly (soles, laces, fabric) before
heading out to the trail to prevent the spread of weed seed
from places you may have been before.

* Please do not pick wildflowers, or remove any vegetation or
animals from the parks. The parks are their home, and we
are the visitors.

* Report trail and trailhead issues to the Parks and Open
Space Division, 541-682-4800.

Poison Oak

Leaves of three, let it be! Watch
for poison oak — it is common
along the trail. Oil is in all parts
of the plant and when touched,
may cause a burning, itching rash
lasting up to a week. Wash
yourself and your clothes
thoroughly if you touch any part
of the plant. Consider using
cleansing products specifically
designed to remove poison oak oil.
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Western Rattlesnakes

Occasionally seen during the
warmer months near the rocky
summit of Spencer Butte, the
presence of Western
rattlesnakes is a good indicator
of the health of this ecosystem.
They are often heard before
they are seen by humans. Upon
hearing a rattle, the best
response is usually to become
motionless. Once the snake has
been located, it may be safe to
move away, or it may be necessary to remain still until the snake
moves away. Please, give these snakes wide berth. Do not harass,
harm, or kill these animals. This area is their home.

Mountain Lions
'The vast majority of hikers never see a mountain lion, and those
that do usually report that the cat vanished into the brush at
the first sign of nearby humans. If you see a mountain lion,
make yourself appear as large as possible (raise your arms, open
your jacket, wave a big stick) and speak loudly and firmly or
shout. If you have children with you, pick them up off the
ground, but try to do it without crouching down or leaning
over. Don't turn your back on the cat or run from it, but rather
back away slowly and deliberately, always retaining your
aggressive pose and continuing to speak loudly.
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